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and speedily proceeding, every day and
every hour, in the vast background of life;
and we ought to realise that it is not only
human life as we see it which is the active,
busy, forceful thing]; that the world with
all its noisy cities, its movements and its
bustle, is not a burning point hung in dark-
ness and silence, but that it is just a little
fretful affair with infinitely larger, louder,
fiercer, stronger powers, working, moving,
pressing onwards, thundering in the back-
ground; and that the huge forces, laws,
activities, behind the world, are not per-
ceived by us any more than we perceive
the vast motion of great winds, except in
so far as we see the face of the waters
rippled by them, or the trees bowed all one
way in their passage.

It is very easy to be so taken up with the
little absorbing businesses, the froth and
ripple of life, that we forget what great and
secret influences they must be that cause
them; we must not forget that we are only
like children playing in the nursery of a
palace, while in the Council-room beneath
us a debate may be going on which is to
affect the lives and happiness of thousands
of households.